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April Upcoming Events 
This month's events are in West, Southwest, and Southeast Michigan. 

This also serves as the weekly email for April 1-8, 2017 

Secular Service Opportunity 

Well House Work Day (Grand Rapids) 

Saturday, April 8, 2017, 10:00 am – 12:00 pm 
Corner of Cass Ave SE and Pleasant St 
SE, 600 Cass Ave SE, Grand Rapids, 
MI  View Details » 

Well House  believes the solution to 
homelessness is housing. Join fellow CFI 
supporters on Saturday, April 8th, at 
10am to help prepare raised garden beds 
at Well House homes. We will be turning 
and breaking up soil to prepare for spring 
planting. It is outdoors work. It is 
essentially the same skill set as weeding 
with maybe a little more digging involved. 
All of the homes are in Grand Rapids - 
within a 1/2 mile of 600 Cass SE. 

Please RSVP to Sue Johnson at cfimiservice@centerforinquiry.net as soon as possible. 

Long Lake Work Day (Grand Rapids) 

Saturday, May 6, 2017, 9:00 am – 8:00 pm 
Long Lake Outdoor Center, 10370 Gun Lake Rd, Middleville, MI  View Details » 

It's time to get your work boots and painting clothes on for the annual Long Lake Work Day. Help 
us give back to the community and preserve this beautiful historic campground so that it can be 
enjoyed by the numerous schools and community groups who visit every year.  

This event is open to all who wish to help – Come for a few hours or for the entire day - Let us 
know your availability when you RSVP so we can plan appropriately. 



Please RSVP to Cindy Krieg at cfimiservice@centerforinquiry.net. Please include the time 
you plan to arrive and how long you are able to stay and work. 

Special Event 

March for Science (Lansing) 

Saturday, April 22, 2017, 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm 
Capitol Lawn, 101 N. Capitol Ave, Lansing, MI, View 
Detailsap 

Show your support for Science at the Michigan state 
capitol with CFI Michigan! 

CFI Michigan is an official sponsor for the March 
for Science in Lansing! Our very own Program 
Director, Jennifer Beahan, will be speaking at the 
march! Additional details about where our CFI booth 
will be and other important info is coming soon.  

Join us for sign making parties at Skeptics 
Making Signs in Sterling Heights on April 14 and 
in Grand Rapids on April 21.  

Carpools are being organized on the Facebook event. If you aren't on Facebook you can email 
Jennifer to be connected with a carpool. 

Contact: Jennifer Beahan, jbeahan@centerforinquiry.net, 616-706-2029 

Lecture Events 

An Atheist and a Christian Walk Into a Bar (Grand 
Rapids) 

Wednesday, April 12, 2017, 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm 
Women's City Club, 254 E. Fulton St., Grand Rapids, MI  View Details » 

Presented by Justin Schieber: Host of the 
Real Atheology Podcast 

'An Atheist and a Christian Walk into a Bar' is a new book by 
atheist Justin Schieber and Christian theologian Randal Rauser. 
It's a friendly and philosophically deep dialogue on some 
interesting arguments surrounding theistic belief. Of what 
relevance to the question of the existence of God is massive 
theological disagreement? What about the hostility to life of the 
vast majority of our universe? These two questions - pulled 
directly from the book - are the focus of this interactive and 
exploratory presentation. 

About the Speaker 

Justin Schieber is former co-host of the Reasonable Doubts 
Radio Show and Podcast and current host of Real Atheology 
(RealAtheology.com), a Podcast focusing on contemporary 
academic philosophy of religion. Justin has lectured on the 
philosophical arguments for and against the existence of God and has participated in many public 
debates throughout the United States and Canada. December 2016 saw the publication of 'An 



Atheist and a Christian Walk into a Bar', a conversational exploration on the merits of theism co-
authored with Canadian theologian Randal Rauser and published through Prometheus Books. 

Susan Jacoby at Birmingham Temple (Farmington Hills) 

Friday, April 21, 2017, 7:30 pm – 9:00 pm 
Center for Secular Humanism (located in Birmingham Temple) , 28611 W 12 Mile Rd, Farmington 
Hills, MI  View Details » 

Presented by Susan Jacoby, Author, 
Program Director 

The Birmingham Temple Congregation for Humanistic Judaism 
and the Center for Secular Humanism is hosting Susan Jacoby 
as a special guest as part of their weekly secular Shabbatt 
service, to discuss secularism, deconversion, and more! 

The event is open to the public and CFI Michigan members are 
invited to attend. 

About the Speaker 

Susan Jacoby is the author of ten books, including New York 
Times bestsellers: The Age of American Unreason (2008) and 
Alger Hiss and The Battle for History (2009). Her most recent 
book is entitled The Great Agnostic: Robert Ingersoll and 
American Freethought (2012). 

Jacoby is an independent scholar whose work focuses on American intellectual history. She has 
been a contributor for more than 25 years, on topics including law, religion, medicine, aging, 
women’s rights, political dissent in the Soviet Union, and Russian literature—topics published in a 
wide range of periodicals and newspapers. Her articles and essays have appeared in The New 
York Times Magazine, Washington Post Book World, Los Angeles Times Book Review, Newsday, 
Harper’s, The Nation, Vogue, The American Prospect, Mother Jones, and the AARP Magazine, 
among others. 

The Role of Fear and Existential Anxiety in Social and 
Political Judgment (Grand Rapids) 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017, 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm 
Women's City Club, 254 E. Fulton St., Grand Rapids, MI  View Details » 

Presented by Todd Williams, Ph. D., Associate Professor, Grand 
Valley State University 

Inspired by the seminal works of Ernest Becker (1971, 1973, 
1975), this lecture will provide an overview of the role of 
existential anxiety in social and political judgment. Beginning 
with the broad question of “What makes humans uniquely 
human”, this lecture will provide an overview of the etiology, 
manifestation, and social complexities that arise from existential 
anxiety that is inherent in the human condition. A summary of 
empirical research on the topic will be followed by a discussion 
of the implications of these findings relative to today’s political 
landscape. 

About the Speaker 

Todd's theoretical and research interests are focused on 
examining the diverse existential issues of the human condition. 
Todd says "I am fascinated by how we, as social animals, 
construct a shared system of meaning while maintaining a 
private sense of self. Although I do not deny the utility of micro-level theory in psychological 
research, I feel that there is much to be gained through the use of a more holistic approach to 
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