
Community Building through Camping at the Secular Summer Retreat 
 

The Secular Summer Retreat is a weekend-long camping trip for the secular community hosted 
by the Michigan branch of Center for Inquiry at the historic Long Lake Outdoor Center in 
Middleville, MI. The retreat, now in it’s 11th year, is a relaxed, family-friendly and adult-friendly 
event (yes, it’s both!) that is the most anticipated event of the year for many CFI Members in the 
midwest. 
 
This year’s retreat is July 14-16th, 2017 and CFI Members from around the country are invited 
to attend!  
 
Campers enjoy intelligent conversation with fellow atheists and skeptics, while enjoying 
delicious food prepared by fellow attendees in the spacious lodge. Kayaking and canoeing are 
enjoyed by attendees of all ages, with loons, swans, and other creatures being a common sight 
on peaceful Long Lake. The more adventurous types can explore 30 miles of hiking/biking trails 
in the Yankee Springs Recreation Area, which surrounds the camp. Other favorite activities 
include the giant 100 foot long slip-n-slide, camp-wide water balloon fight, and capture the flag. 
Each night, there is a bonfire with s’mores, music and star gazing from the dock. 
 
The retreat is especially important for the growing number of secular families that are joining our 
CFI communities. “Experiences like this are important for children because they can hang out 
with other like-minded kids, which helps them feel confident in themselves when they are back 
in the ‘real’ world.” says Jason Pittman, President of the CFI Michigan Advisory Board. Over the 
years they have seen the kids and adults alike develop lasting friendships while enjoying nature, 
art, and science activities.  
 
If you want to join in the fun, registration is open until June 30th. Registration for the weekend 
including meals, rustic cabin lodging, and activities, is only $85 for adults and $65 for children. 
Plus, CFI Members get a 10% discount (Planet level or higher).  
 
Visit the information page for details and registration: www.cfimichigan.org/ssr2017. Financial 
assistance is available, and they welcome sponsorships to help those in need attend the retreat. 
 
 
 
 


